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October 3, 1913 2084 

"Sec. 13. Tenement houses in cities. — The commissioner shall have power to examine 
into the enforcement of the laws relating to tenement houses in any city. Whenever 
required by the governor, he shall make such an examination and shall report the 
results thereof to the governor within the time prescribed by him therefor." 

Sec 8. Section 14 of such chapter, as amended by chapter 92 of the laws of 1910, is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Sec 14. Approval of plans for certain works built by State and inspection of State 
institutions by State commissioner of health. — In all buildings and institutions owned, 
maintained, or controlled by the State the plans for all water supply, sewerage, sewage- 
disposal and garbage-disposal works, shall be subject to the approval of the State 
commissioner of health before being adopted or constructed. The State commissione. 
of health shall make from time to time, and at least once in each year, an examination 
and inspection of the sanitary conditions of all State institutions and transmit copies 
of his report and recommendations thereon to the president of the board of managers 
or trustees or other authority in charge of such institution and to the fiscal supervisor 
of State charities in case of institutions reporting to that official. It shall be the duty 
of the superintendents of said institutions to immediately report an outbreak of a 
contagious or infectious disease to the State commissioner of health, and upon receipt 
of such report the State commissioner of health shall advise the superintendent of said 
institution as to the best means to effectually control said disease. It shall be the 
duty of the State commissioner of health to make regular analyses of the water supplies 
of said institutions at least twice in each year, and furnish copies of his reports thereon 
to the president of the board of managers or trustees or other authority in charge of the 
institutions, and to the fiscal supervisor of State charities in case of institutions report- 
ing to that official." 

Local Boards of Health — Powers and Duties— Officers (Chap. 559, Act May 17, 

1913.) 

Sec. 9. Section 20 of such chapter [chap. 45, Consolidated Laws], as amended by 
chapter 165 of the laws of 1909, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Sec. 20. Local boards of health. — There shall continue to be local boards of health 
and health officers in the several cities, villages, and towns of the State. In the cities, 
except cities of the first and second class, the board shall consist of the mayor of the city, 
who shall be its president, and at least six other persons, one of whom shall be a com- 
petentphysician, who shall be appointed by the common council, upon the nomination 
of the mayor, and shall hold office for three years. Appointments of members of such 
boards shall be made for such shorter terms as at any time may be necessary, in order 
that the terms of two appointed members shall expire annually. In the cities, except 
cities of the first and second class, and such other cities whose charters otherwise 
provide, the board shall appoint, for a term of four years, a competent physician, not 
one of ite members, to be the health officer of the city, and shall fill any vacancy that 
now exists or may hereafter exist from expiration of term or otherwise in the office of 
health officer of the city. In villages the board shall consist of the board of trustees 
of such village. In towns the board of health shall consist of the town board. The 
local board of health shall appoint a competent physician, not a member of the local 
board of health, to be the health officer of the municipality. The term of office of the 
health officer shall be four years and he shall hold office until the appointment of his 
successor. He may be removed for just cause by the local board of health or the State 
commissioner of health after a hearing; such removal by the local board of health 
must be approved by the State'commissioner of health. The health officer need not 
reside within the village or town for which he shall be chosen, but unless he shall, he 
must reside in an adjoining town. Notice of the membership and organization of 
every local board of health 'shall be forthwith given by such board to the State depart- 
ment of health. The term ' ' municipality, ' ' when used in this article, means the city, 
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village, or town for which any such local board may be or is appointed. The pro- 
visions herein contained as to boards of health, and for the appointment of health 
officers, shall apply to all towns and villages, whether such villages are organized under 
general or special laws. 

" All rights, powers, duties, and obligations of each and every town board of health 
on the date on which this section as amended shall take effect are hereby transferred 
on that date to the town board of the town, and all rights, powers, duties, and obliga- 
tions of each and every village board of health on the date on which this section as 
amended shall take effect are hereby transferred on that date to the board of trustees 
of the village. The members of town boards and of village boards of trustees shall not 
receive additional compensation by reason of serving as members of town and village 
boards of health, respectively. Any matter within the jurisdiction of a town or 
village board of health may be considered and acted upon at any meeting of such town 
board or village board of trustees. ' ' 

Sec. 10. Section 21 of such chapter [chap. 45, Consolidated Laws], as amended by 
chapter 480 of the laws of 1909, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"Sec. 21. General powers and duties of heal boards of health. — Every such local 
board of health shall meet at stated intervals to be fixed by it in the municipality. 
The presiding officer of evory such board may call special meetings thereof when in 
his judgment the protection of the public health of the municipality requires it, and 
he shall call such meeting upon the petition of at least 25 residents thereof, of full 
ag3, setting forth the necessity of such meeting. Every such local board, subject to 
the provisions of the public health law and of the sanitary code, shall prescribe the 
duties and powers of the local health officer, who shall be its chief executive officer, 
and direct him in the performance of his duties, and fix his compensation, which in 
case of health officers of cities, towns, and villages, having a population of 8,000 or 
less, shall not be less than the equivalent of 10 cents per annum per inhabitant of the 
city, town, or village according to the latest Federal or State enumeration; and in 
cities, towns, and villages having a population of more than 8,000 shall not be less 
than $800 per annum. In addition to his compenastion so fixed, the board of health 
must allow the actual and reasonable expenses of said health officer in the performance 
of his official duties and in going to, attending, and returning from the annual sani- 
tary conference of health officers, or equivalent meeting, held yearly within the State, 
and conferences called by the sanitary supervisor of the district, and whenever the 
services rendered by its health officer shall include the care of smallpox, the board 
of health shall allow, or whenever such services are extraordinary, by reason of infec- 
tious diseases, or otherwise, they may in their discretion, allow to him such further 
sum in addition to said fixed compensation as shall be equal to the charges for con- 
sultation services in the locality, audited by the town board of a town, by the board 
of trustees of a village, or by the proper auditing board of a city of the third class, 
which said expenses and said additional compensation shall be a charge upon and 
paid by the municipality, as provided in section 35 of this chapter. 

"Every such local board shall make and publish from time to time all such orders 
and regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of the sanitary code, as it may 
deem necessary and proper for the preservation of life and health and the execution 
and enforcement of this chapter in the municipality. It shall make, without publica- 
tion thereof, such orders and regulations for the suppression of nuisances and con- 
cerning all other matters in its judgment detrimental to the public health in special 
or individual cases, not of general application, and serve copies thereof upon the owner 
or occupant of any premises whereon such nuisances or other matters may exist, or 
upon which may exist the cause of other nuisances to other premises, or cause the 
same to be conspicuously posted thereon. The health officer may employ such 
persons as shall be necessary to enable him to carry into effect the orders and regu- 
lations of the board of health and the provisions of the public health law and of the 
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sanitary code, and fix their compensation within the limits of the appropriation there- 
for. The board of health may issue subpoenas, compel the attendance of witnesses, 
administer oaths to witnesses and compel them to testify, and for such purposes it 
shall have the same powers as a justice of the peace of the State in a civil action of 
which he has jurisdiction. It may designate by resolution one of its members to 
sign and issue such subpoenas. No subpoena shall be served outside the jurisdiction 
of^the board issuing it, and no witness shall be interrogated or compelled to testify 
upon matters not related to the public health. It may issue warrants to any con- 
stable or policeman of the municipality to apprehend and remove such persons as 
can not otherwise be subjected to its orders or regulations, and a warrant to the 
sheriff of the county to bring to its aid the power of the county whenever it shall be 
necessary Ito do so. Every warrant shall be forthwith executed by the officer to 
whom directed, who shall have the same powera and be subject to the same duties in 
the execution thereof as if it had been duly issued out of a court of record of the 
State. Every such local board may prescribe and impose penalties for the viola- 
tion of or failure to comply with any of its orders or regulations, not exceeding $100 
for a single violation or failure, to be sued for and recovered by it in the name and 
for the benefit of the municipality; and may maintain actions in any court of com- 
petent jurisdiction to restrain by injunction such violations, or otherwise to enforce 
such orders and regulations." 

Sec. 11. Such chapter [chap. 45, Consolidated Laws] is hereby amended by insert- 
ing therein three new sections, to be sections 21a, 216, and 21c, to read, respectively, 
as follows: 

"Sec. 21e». Powers and duties as to sewers. — Whenever such local board of health in 
any incorporated village shall deem the sewers of such village insufficient to properly 
and safely sewer such village and protect the public health, it shall certify such fact 
in writing, stating and recommending what additions or alterations should in the judg- 
ment of such board of health be made, with its reasons therefor, to the State commis- 
sioner of health for Ms approval, and if such recommendations shall be approved by 
the State commissioner of health it shall be the duty of the board of trustees or other 
board of such village having jurisdiction of the construction of sewers therein, if there 
be such a board, whether sufficient funds shall be on hand for such purpose or not, 
forthwith make such additions to or alterations in the sewers of such village and exe- 
cute such recommendations, and the expenses thereof shall be paid for wholly by 
said village in the same manner as other village expenses are paid or by an assess- 
ment of the whole amount against the property benefited, or partly by the village and 
partly by an assessment against the property benefited, as the board of trustees of 
such village shall by resolution determine. If the board of trustees shall determine 
that such expenses shall be paid partly by the village and partly by an assessment 
against the property benefited, as authorized by this section, it shall in the resolution 
making such determination fix the proportion of such expense to be borne by each, and 
the proportion thereof to be raised by an assessment against the property benefited shall 
be assessed and collected in the manner provided by the village law for the assess- 
ment and collection of sewer assessments. Said village is hereby authorized to raise 
such sums as may be necessary for the payment of the expenses incurred, which are 
a village charge, if any, as herein provided in addition to the amount such village is 
now authorized to raise by law for corporation purposes, and such board shall have the 
right to acquire such lands, rights of way, or other easements by gift, or purchase, or 
in case the same can not be acquired by purchase may acquire the same by condemna- 
tion in the manner provided by law. 

"Sec. 216. General powers and duties of health officers.— Health officers of towns 
and villages, in addition to such other duties as may be lawfully imposed upon them 
and subject to the provisions of the public health law and the sanitary code, shall 
perform the following duties: 
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"1. Make an annual sanitary survey and maintain a continuous sanitary supervi- 
sion over the territory within their jurisdiction. 

"2. Make a medical examination of every school child as soon as practicable after 
the opening of each school year, except in those schools in which the authorities 
thereof make other provision for the medical examination of the pupils. 

"3. Make a sanitary inspection periodically of all school buildings and places of 
public assemblage, and report thereon to those responsible for the maintenance of 
such school buildings and places of public assemblage. 

"4. Promote the spread of information as to the causes, nature, and prevention of 
prevalent diseases and the preservation and improvement of health. 

"5. Take such steps as may be necessary to secure prompt and full reports by 
physicians of communicable diseases and prompt and full registration of births and 
deaths. 

"6. Enforce within their jurisdiction the provisions of the public health law and 
the sanitary code. 

"7. Attend the annual conferences of sanitary officers called by the State depart- 
ment of health, and local conferences within his sanitary district to which he may 
be summoned by the sanitary supervisor thereof. 

"The written reports of public health officers, inspectors, nurses, and other repre- 
sentatives of public health officers on questions of fact under the public health 
law or under the sanitary code or any local health regulation shall be presumptive 
evidence of the facts so stated, and shall be received as such in all courts and places. 
The persons making such reports shall be exempt from personal liability for the state- 
ments therein made, if they have acted in good faith. 

"No health officer, inspector, public health nurse, or other representative of a 
public health officer, and no person or persons other than the city, village, or town 
by which such health officer or representative thereof is employed, shall be sued 
or held to liability for any act done or omitted by any such health officer or repre- 
sentative of a health officer in good faith and with ordinary discretion on behalf or 
under the direction of such city, village, or town or pursuant to its regulations or 
ordinances, or the sanitary code, or the public health law. Any person whose prop- 
erty may have been unjustly or illegally destroyed or injured pursuant to any order, 
regulation, or ordinance, or action of any board of health or health officer, or repre- 
sentative of a health officer, for which no personal liability may exist as aforesaid, 
may maintain a proper action against the city, village, or town for the recovery of 
proper compensation or damages. Every such suit must be brought within six months 
after the cause of action arose and the recovery shall be limited to the damages suffered. 

"Sec 21c. Public health nurses. — Each health officer or other official exercising 
similar duties, by whatever official designation he may be known, shall have power 
to employ such number of public health nurses as in his judgment may be necessary 
within the limits of the appropriation made therefor by the city, town, or village. 
They shall work under the direction of the health officer and may be assigned by 
him to the reduction of infant mortality, the examination or visitation of school chil- 
dren or children excluded from school, the discovery or visitation of cases of tuber- 
culosis, the visitation of the sick who may be unable otherwise to secure adequate 
care, the instruction of members of households in which there is a sick person, or to 
such other duties as may seem to him appropriate." 



